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Why is there trouble?

“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me

first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its
own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but | have
chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates
you. Remember what | told you: ‘A servant is not greater
than his master.” If they persecuted me, they will persecute
you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours
also. They will treat you this way because of my name, for

they do not know the one who sent me.” (John 15:18-21) Iv.

What kind of trouble will it be?

“All this | have told you so that you will not fall away. They
will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, the time is
coming when anyone who kills you will think they are
offering a service to God. They will do such things because
they have not known the Father or me. | have told you this,
so that when their time comes you will remember that |
warned you about them.” (John 16:1-4a)

“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed
are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and
be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.” (Matthew 5:10-12)

How do we cope when there is trouble?

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that
has come on you to test you, as though something strange
were happening to you. But rejoice inasmuch as you
participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be
overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted
because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the
Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. If you suffer, it
should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of
criminal, or even as a meddler. However, if you suffer as a
Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear
that name. (1 Peter 4:12-16)

This has implications for us!
A. There WILL BE trouble, so what does it look like for us?
B. What does it mean if there is no trouble?

C. If there will be trouble for individuals, what about the
church?

D. How do we respond?
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have

peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! |
have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)



